
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CAN THESE WALLS TUMBLE DOWN TOO? 
July 22, 2018 

AS WE GATHER  

We live in a divisive world. There are so many things out there that can divide us, including 
political viewpoints, race, gender, age, fashion, and many more. There are wars, conflicts, and 
rumors of war floating around every day in the news. In the Epistle, Paul speaks of a dividing wall 
of hostility. We have many such walls. Yet in Christ, we are reconciled to God and to one another. 
The walls that divide us are toppled over, and Christ makes peace between nations and peoples 
by His own blood. We are now one Body, one Church, serving under one Lord. May God’s peace 
reign in your life and break down any walls that divide you from God or from others. 
 

+ PREPARATION + 
 

OPENING PRAYER:  8:15   Kevin Golden   10:45  Mike Bickford 
 

OPENING SONG:  8:15   Praise to the Lord Almighty  

                                    10:45   Come, Now is the Time to Worship  

INVOCATION (on screen)  
 

OPENING SENTENCES  

P The Lord is our righteous Shepherd. 
C He does not scatter us, but gathers us together. 
 

P He makes us lie down in green pastures 
C and feeds us with the bread of life. 
 

P He leads us in paths of righteousness 
C by breaking down our dividing walls of hostility. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

P Beloved in the Lord, we have not lived a life worthy of our righteous Shepherd. We have all 
built dividing walls of hostility. Let us then confess our sins to God, our heavenly Father. 
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Silence for reflection. 
 

P Heavenly Father, 
C we confess that we have been divisive and have failed to live at peace with one 

another. At times, we have treated others as inferior because of differences of 
language and race, intelligence and appearance, gender and age. Forgive us for our 
prejudice, and break down the walls that divide us from one another and from You. 

 

P You were once foreigners and strangers to God, but now you have been brought near by the 
blood of Christ. He Himself is our peace. Jesus Christ died and was raised for you so that 
you might be reconciled with God and with one another. As a servant of Christ and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. Through Christ we are no longer strangers, but we are members of the 
household of God. 

+ WORD + 
SONG MEDLEY:  8:15    The Solid Rock 

                                              How Great Thou Art  
                                  10:45   Cornerstone 
                                              How Great Is Our Gog 
                                        
MINISTRY OF WELCOME:  Greetings of Peace  
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:  8:15   Connie Casselton   10:45   Molly O’Toole  
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Jeremiah 23:1–6 
1
“Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!” declares the LORD. 

2
Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who care for my 

people: “You have scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you have not attended to 
them. Behold, I will attend to you for your evil deeds, declares the LORD. 

3
Then I will gather the 

remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I have driven them, and I will bring them back 
to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 

4
I will set shepherds over them who will care 

for them, and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall any be missing, declares the 
LORD. 

5
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. 

6
In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this 

is the name by which he will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’ 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE  Ephesians 2:11–22 
11

 Remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by what is 
called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— 

12
remember that you were at that 

time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the 
covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 

13
But now in Christ Jesus 

you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 
14

For he himself is our 
peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 



15
by abolishing the law of commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one 

new man in place of the two, so making peace, 
16

and might reconcile us both to God in one body 
through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 

17
And he came and preached peace to you who 

were far off and peace to those who were near. 
18

For through him we both have access in one 
Spirit to the Father. 

19
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens 

with the saints and members of the household of God, 
20

built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 

21
in whom the whole structure, being 

joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 
22

In him you also are being built together 
into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL  Mark 6:30–44 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

30
The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught. 

31
And he said 

to them, “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.” For many were coming 
and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 

32
And they went away in the boat to a desolate 

place by themselves. 
33

Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they ran there on 
foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. 

34
When he went ashore he saw a great 

crowd, and he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. And 
he began to teach them many things. 

35
And when it grew late, his disciples came to him and said, 

“This is a desolate place, and the hour is now late. 
36

Send them away to go into the surrounding 
countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.” 

37
But he answered them, “You 

give them something to eat.” And they said to him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii 
worth of bread and give it to them to eat?” 

38
And he said to them, “How many loaves do you 

have? Go and see.” And when they had found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” 
39

Then he 
commanded them all to sit down in groups on the green grass. 

40
So they sat down in groups, by 

hundreds and by fifties. 
41

And taking the five loaves and the two fish he looked up to heaven and 
said a blessing and broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the people. And 
he divided the two fish among them all. 

42
And they all ate and were satisfied. 

43
And they took up 

twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. 
44

And those who ate the loaves were five 
thousand men. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

SERMON:  Deacon Paul Kollek 
 

NICENE CREED (on screen and back page of hymnal) 

  

OFFERING:   8:15   What A Friend We Have in Jesus  

                         10:45   Forever   
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

P (after each petition) let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 



LORD'S PRAYER (on screen and back cover of hymnal, left column)  
 

+ SACRAMENT + 
  

(The Communion Service and all Responses are on screen) 
 

PREFACE 
PROPER PREFACE  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST  

PEACE  

DISTRIBUTION HYMN:  8:15    Just As I Am 

                                              10:45    Our God   

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING  
 

BENEDICTION: (on screen)  
 

CLOSING SONG:  8:15   Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow  

                                    10:45   You Never Let Go  
 

 
 

Should I Attend the Lord’s Supper? 
1. Am I sorry for my sins and do I want to amend my sinful life? 
2. Do I believe that with the bread and wine I also receive Christ’s true body and blood? 
3. Am I a confirmed member of the LCMS, or have I spoken to the Pastor or an Elder about 

communing at Hope Lutheran Church?                                   
Lighter colored wine has alcohol removed 

 
Those Who Serve: 
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